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South,

Lsroy ; and Craytoovilie Cnnmy‘,
tuson, into line, under cammand of

cheering wnd the boom of cannon, the proces

sion headed by Ceol. Orr, Committes of Ar-
fangements snd officers of lhe day, moved
through the line of troups to the stand, where

J Caltoun Featherston received apd weleom-

ed Cel. Orr in a short bul eloguent and appro-
priate speech. Wheo the thundery of applavse
and roar of -rullrg'vhm:. greeted Col Orr's |

stand bad subsided, be |

Rppesrance spon
1 procesded 1o speak in substance as follows :

My Fuizxpe: The warm zod generous tri-

bute yot pay me to-day is the greatest triumph
ol my life.
flee emotions of gratitede for sael masni-
festations of friendship from you, the compan-
lone of my boybood 1 am stasding te-day
upon the soll that gave me birth, surroanded

bave kpown me longest and thoss whe bave
known me best ; and 1o be ewicemed by you

| manifestation of your sffectionate devotion to
[me. 1thank you; and if you could look into
my heart you wouid ses bow much of the feel
Through Hte Iahall
cherish the memoties of this day e the bright-
est and most hosorable of my emistence.
to-day to speak to you of & few of the
Irading measures that engaged the allention of
Congress at {ts las? seesivo—ol e alave trade,
and of the power and parpose of the Demo-
cratic to ve the constitutional
rights of all sections, snd to maintaln the anion
o;‘l.hm Biaten. The most exciti~g topic of
the late seesion was the proposition to adsi
Kanwes ne 3 State lato the Union guder the Le.
cosupton congtitution, The Territerial Lagis-
lature of Ksuear bad by low suthorized the
clection of delegates in June, 1557, to [rume a
State constitution., The delegates wern choses
—many of the volers of Kansas not appearing

at the polls—but it was their own defanlt that
they absented themeelves The convenlingmet
& orgacized in Beptember, but edjourned
over for some weeks, when I re-assecdied

adopted a congtiation and ordinaccre, and ad-
Joutned sine die. A clause wan luseried in the
conatitution fo effeet making Keosas a slave.
boiding State. The clases was submitted by
the eduvention to the quaiifisd voters of the
Terrikory on the Blst of December; if & ma-
jority yoted for the clsase, it wawto remsin
a part of tLe constitulion—1l againet it, then
It was to be stricken from the constitation be-
fore that instrument was sehmitted to Con-

gresa

Ou the 2ist of December the rotlng loek
plage, and the retorns phowed that some aix
thoussnd votes had been cast, a larges majority
of wisich were in favor of retaluing the clause
refecred lo. 1t was alleged thal many more
votes were Teturned lhan were sctuslly cast,
snd 1 am of epinion that the allegation was
ol altogether groanllesse. At ihe election in

October last for members af e Termitorial |

Le; e, the “ Free Bfate™ party elocted &
wajority of their represcntatives, and after the
ew:tm’ju at , Mr. Stanton, the acting

Guvernor, called an extra pesaion of that Leg-
islature to the 21st of December. It
paseed & law to submit the whole constitution

tethe peaple for adoption or rej=ction, early v
Jemmary. At that eiection -u-jn ten thousand
votes were returned againe® the Lecomypte s con-
stitation, and wery few in favor of i, [t was
afleged that many more votes were refurned at
this election then were cast, and 1 bave no
dpubt that the allegation was trus. g truth
o, the free State men did pot attend o e polls
in December . nor the very men In Janu-
and | approbood (hat both parties were
E‘y of grose frands to making the returcs
the conveution at Lecomptos wae a lewful
body, (and ity legality s abunduntly eats biishi-
ed from poist to polut, from ile wcrplios to ils
adjournment,) then a Territerial Leginlature,
by an actl passed pabseguentiy, could not alter,
change or wodify the proceedings of the con
vestiof. The couvocation, therefore, of the

Leghalature by Mr. Stanton, to do an sct which
was clearly iliegsl, namely to sumit the whole
censtituiion al one time, when the convention
bad submitind only the siavery clause on the
219t of December, was snwirraunted and eol.
pable — so umjestifsble 1hat the Presiden
promptly removed bim. The vole against the
cobstitution in January could not thes be re-
roguized an ng any valid fores, because
it wes notf v conformity with tle erdimance of
the couvention, m jegal body. Oae of the
clauses of the ordinapce, and the erdinance
was a8 valid and bisdiog as any part of the
body of the imstrument, provided in effect for
sppropristiog in round nsmbers 25,000,009 of
scres of the public la-d for educationsl sl In
ternal improvement purposcs, when Congress
bad cewer given aay other State more than
5000000 of acres on admission for those pur-
poers.  The constitution was comounicated by
the President to the Senats late in the winter,
ind & bill was there hitredoced prowidisg for
the tmmedinte admimion of Kansas inis the
Usniom, without sny condition preesdent, bul re-

quiritg that the Legislature of Kanmas shouid | in cumerous cases betn stoppad by

Muery— Sperch by the Hom Jomew L. Gri—
i Relly of the Mowstois Diwmw-icy—

copstituents. and p-litical admiresn

s;-n L. Orr s
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, (irough youth o ripe manboody and ) .
‘we can cocfidently aasert that no more success- _*j Wite "w" Mentgomery

public man hﬁnx “asrofind.
wondn of sobsraess and bruh

We have aftended many polifical meelings in
Siates of the Union, but have

¥ so | PEVED Sesn & ‘erowd, better order 3o’
ing, partosk of o belter din.

Ming ihan we did ot

proper
those whohad known Oelovs] Orr at Crayton-

ot proval at
r wnd
irs page, | fusilifu) services, and adorned with Ihe robey
of Speaker of the Thinty-6Eh Cesgress It
was & day of provd sod graisful recoliectivne
to bim and thews. He hud bovored them—thes
St wRET LASSE TFFE s v | o honored Dim, sod be bad no! abused their
L cofidence, but pefiscted bick upos them the
charged extrs ot reguiar | Light af & public life, lavibfal, corsigent and
Oepartaenshiy Be- | croserva 1= spot. It
usomely

Aa if Providesce smiled cpon the drmonstra-
tion, e sun fost on Thursday oorniig ina
sky unclouded aud of the richent blus, while &

=

them | 1o repeal the lawas prokibitog the African slave
refloct thelr senti- | trade,” which was adopted with but elght dis-

glared themselves

gh

facti ld‘:mcdto!bn w
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R 214 nol, whe wae st fauit- )
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ble | tra
was amended by the substitution of & new pro- | wote th
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in
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Karses sbouid wote for ftw ralificalion, npe~

the
sseited & power in Congresn
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whea he corvention representing
the anly legal form tn whiich they :
rapudiated waeh ratificatios ; and ¥, I

in big d to admit a new Siate, when
the Constitution of gie U

only on V' the

of the
Presidest.  Thswote oo this
oped, hawever, the moet &
licu-Re can
ment ‘mﬂ

are pot greatly to desoraiize thelr

midential election was

brief years the leaders that
vole te admit Kxne=smd 3 slave State with Lhe
slarery clause in The constitwtion under thair
very poses, it & wajagity of bex people tavared:

& prin€ip'e they voted was all that the

South cluimed in the ten years’ comlest upon
the slavery isane. The doctrine of the South
ard of ihe coustitalion is, that 2 Swale is enti-
tied to adwiswion fnto (he Union with or with-
but slavery, just 5a & majority of the people
making the applic shali decide.  The Re-
publictns, desplte their prolestations, have suc-
rumbed, and stand upoo the record commitied
to the very princijdes én this peint which they
bave go fisresly assalled the Northern Demeo-
cra's for wmaintalnlhg, nor can they sscape
from the comsequences of thet vote tend-

ing that it was givefi to defeat the m bul; i
it the Bm:blkm of had
sians on the amendmen
sowe plausibility ia the egeuse, but every Re-
publican in the Benate (except Durkee) alss
vot=d for i, koew that such A vota

would not defdt the Senate bill. Kuvowing
with absoiute cerisinty that_a vote foc the
ztzepdment nol acd could mot the

origiral bull, why did the Republiesn Sensiors

My beast in touched with the

| wes defaated {3 the Senaie, and &
| of Conference mppointed by the two Douses

Jections than the original Senare BIIL

| and actgally

refersed to; and it heg conse

| Ferted to the prople t2 drridtl,n effect, & Will
| you consent te reduce the amount of lamd
| claused from twenty-five to Gve miliions of
| megen F™
of the States of

|ried thousands of Boulbern men there

grvernment

vote for 87 How did they wole for it, as it

f was ot rven with them a choice of evile, withs

| o1l & complieis resunciation of their principies.

| The vo'r was an importast eve, if looked io

| euly ansn rt{lrtumph for the Demccracy; but
¥

It was irfinitely mors importaat as signilyi

‘he revuleion which bhad occurred (a u..xmﬁ
ern mind against the extreme sections! doe-
trines of the Republican party. The conser-
vative people of the North whe uuited with
thet party In 1856, and aided in bearing the
flag of Fremour, have had time for aober, calin
reection—iher have mate up their minds to
fepudiate the extreme goetiotalismof the Phil-
adueipbia platform. and the vole ou Lhe amend- |
menl was s concession by the Isaders to the
moderate mes of the party. The amendment
Commities

Thr committer reported what is now called the
Enghish bill, which figally passed bath houses,
and was apptoved by the President. The Eng-
lish bill is, 1n my judgment, open to fewer ob-
It re-
cogaizes the vilidity of the Lecomplen Con-

sitution, (neiodicg the slavery cause; recog-

piz=s the vight of a Sials to come Into the
Union with siavery ; recognizes a pro-slavery
ronstitution, & republican form of government
under the Constitution of the Uuited States,
admita Kaness on a condition
which bas heretolore been applizd to lowa and
Michigac—a condition precedent and not sub-
#rquent, as the origiral did.

be bill requires that the assent of the people

| of Kanwas to a redoetion in the guantity of land

an claimed in their ordithnse, so a¢ to conform

Il & majority vote aye, Kannay I8 one
the Unleo ; if nay, shs Is re-
wanded to her territorial condition, thare to re-

main untii & cevsus showsber to have a popula-
tion equal to the ration of representation, now
fixed at about U3,000. The constitutios is not
subsmitted to Lhe peaple for ratification; only
the change in the ordinance Is 1o be passsd
upon by them.
chiange becansy they abject to other features
in the coustitution. knowing (bat such vote
will defest admission ; but the changs of ordi-
nance §s the only
scattering returos
| Monday in this month indicates the rejection
| by the peopis of the proposed change by a de
| eislve majority, and sueli, 1 doubt not, will be
|the resals. Whilst | believe there is no pros-
| pect of making Kansas a slave State, and bave
#o belleved from the organization of the Terri-
tory, I ¢o not concur with our able and diatin-
|guistisd Sepstor, Mr. Hammond, that the
Kausas Nebraska bill was a cheat and a bom-
bug. | do concur in the wost that be said in
bie Inte admirable speech at Beech lsland—a
speech which ls conservalive, dignified am!
| statepmanlike, maistaining that high reputa-

Many may wois againet the

neption wubmitted Some
the election held the Grst

tion for ability which be so justly and properly
enjoye. Duriog the peodency d,un Nebraska
bill, every Uenafor and every tative

from the South who expressed auy opinion ot |
the subject, except General Atchison, of Mig. | #X3ggerated (ts services in defense of the Con-
| soari, admitted that slavsry would wot go into | ®titution and the Union?

Knosas ; aod the only chasce which has sines

existed Liad ite origin in the impertinent inter.

ference by the Emigrant Aid Secirties, in tore
ing & popalation there that would not have,
andet the vaual laws of emigration, removed to |
the Terrvtory. I aroussd au interest in the
South which would po! have existed, and ear
who
woull not stberwise bave gone.

Bt the bill was important becsune it wiped
out that odicss Missour| restriction, which de-
graded ug from & just equality with the free
Stutes, in permitting uy the privilese of remor-
ing to & common territory of the Tnica with
our properiy, and restored the true principles |
of the tution in the organization of Ter-
ritorial governmonts. 1L bas s=tiled the policy
of the povernment on this eubjset—no inter-
ferance of Congress with slavery in the T |
ritaries—the people, when they form a Stats

copnttiation are to determine the ganstion for
tosmeeives.

The decision of the Buprems
Court o the Dred Scott case protects our
righta during the existence of the Territorial
Althoogh we bave not added
anolher slave State by the Ksusan bill, we
Lave srcured an important principie, which is

to resuit most bepeficially in preserviog the
rights and u:urmf the tranguility of the coun-

try In future legislation.

Another guestion gave rise to an snimated
debate, especially in the Senate, and some of
the speakers, in their sarnest deguncistion of
the right of visitation gnd seaseh exsreised by
British vessels upon our merchant maripe,
nearly Torgot to temper thelr Indiznation wiih
diguity. The exercise of this right by Grea
Britain bad already produged one war, and the
tréaty of Ghent was negotiated, leaving 1he
original cause of guarrsl unéjt-ud. The

country Dad maintainsed a fixed purpose not ‘e
submit to the right of seareh by aoy power

]
and when our vessels reported that they had
tish

by art release to the United Flates the excess | crulmers v the high seas and ararrhed, it fired

of WHOMKS of acies of the pablic land | the whele eomuntry with indignetion, and
clafined o the ardinanes ; and here et mesay, | sumid & most threatening aspect.
ihe b had beeome a law, and Kansss | chanan, through his Sscretary of State, took

Suf

as-
Mr. Bu-

Bad omitted or refused to meke the release | prompt snd decisive action in the promises, and

bow would the riguts of tire Uulted States have |

beer. enforesd ? Could you bave turned her

reguired a dissvowal or apology for the con-
duct of the officers of the governmant of Great

out of 1be Usion, with ber Sematars ssd Repre- | Beitain, and an unequivocal notice that ifthe

senialives, upon such omiseion or refusel ¥ | exercise of the ri

It the Ucited States had attempted 1o exor-
ciae rights of ownerabip, and it had been resist-
ed by Kavsas, would we not have been com-
peiled 1o vindicste oar rights by rederal bave-
aets? 'Wire worild not look Wil peictul solicl-
tede upon such a colliston between the Unitad
States and oue of its meab:r.? This view, ju

7 makes e ferenee bill, which
zily passed, preferable Lo the original Senate
bifl, enpecinliy as the former vecognized every
vita! principle contained in the latter, ard
addition guarded aguinet this grave dificuliy
which bas greatly mazn fed the longer | bave
contemplated iL.  The Sensle bill led to a mas-
terly debate In that bady. The Republicens op-
posed the admissica oo the grouud maisly be-
cause the coustitution recognized sluvery, Mr.

snd bis friends on m‘ﬂﬂnd t no
Seate should be admitted urtil the constitution

was ratified by 2 popular wote of the people
It was ky the Democrats 1bat the Con-
greaw only ipquire whetlier a State ask-
ing admiesion Ead a republican form of govern:

ment, apd that every Territory seeking admis-
sion bad the right to enter the coulederacy
whether it established or repudiated sisvery
sud that it was st tufuf:n;:;d::n or’;:-
j ’ ied to Mr.
e “&mm‘[‘“-m crustitation had
legal, fundemental right te submit or with-
mmﬂ' u part of the co-stitatins from po
lar ratifeation—that it bhad refused, w?: o1
unwisely it ispot pecensary "o liscuns.
m other than lbe siavery clamse,
and that decigion must be fosl it ibe legal
| existence of The body was not whoily rzudu!d-
jecte
constitotion did not embody Lhe will of
of , that sven
goveroments like ours, o &vold
wﬂm demotition of the sociai
fabric, that &;pﬂll will most basarertain-

ol to wirements and jrovirions
of the of Kansss wete author-
lged to tywluqhtbcuch
" of not—a majority of thove vot-

sald they didy they were authoriasd by law

be impolific,

gkt wan insisted on, It wolih)

Inevitably lead to & collision betwesn the two
countrieg. The Bri
| vowed the acts of ber officers and submifted
the questigh 1o the crown officers, (Wheir Tegal
advierrs) whether the pight war sanctiontd by
international law. They have furnished
?n.r. and deride that ne power can exefcise
the

British Cabiuel promptly dima-

B re-

right of visitntion or starel on the high

s:as lu time of peace.

The Britiah Miniatry gecapt thelr interpre-

tatisn of the internationd! law, and have mast
boenersbly
& right wiich they clalmed, and which even a

-

4 allprat to exarcise

Wir [ailed to extort from them & relingaish
ment, The lact of the minisfry has re-
exived the approval of both Houses of Parlia-
waut, acd the war clowd &> Kinges threstens

us.  Before sny Bowever, was
peared thet 1t was the de-

made, and wiyes it
sign of Great Britaic wanteuly Lo assert this

conlruveried riglt the pew kﬂ?‘h'
mades wp their winds to':.!bt it, m-::
At the polnt of the bayoret. The loyal spirit
which It avoked wan traly refresbiog § it gave
Indubitabie proof that the seclional sirife snd
discord which baw for years o serionaly preyed
apan =8 bad oot bauished all patrictises, sad
thst meo did not atop to luquire whieiber the fn-
digoity was heaviest oo the North or Seath—it
was an insult to our common flag, and was to
ba redressed by every tror sou of Ameriea.
The pradence aod good sense of the Ametican
and British Cabinets promptly terminated the
contest, and good fellowaliip now existe be-
tween the Lion and the Bagle. In bhis last an-
cusl message to the ure of 1his State,
Gov. Adams broached e suh}utd‘m
the African slave tiade. 1 desply el to
sec Lhe ) wooled, knowing the schems
was wholly impracticable, aud Gelieving it to
f practicable. It only fect

Was Lo plovuces divislen aud discord
Sontherns people. If the scheme should

suficient vitality to form evea o small perty,

1t could serve oo other purposs than in amray
one portion of e Soull agzing anollies, when

prifect LEapiGIly Waa 80 doaiinbie.
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